
The Sundridge Village 
News June 2022

On the occasion of  her Platinum Jubilee  
we would like to wish the Queen a wonderful year,  

and may she continue to reign in good health  
for many more years to come. 

God bless the Queen



Thursday 2nd June from 5.00pm - 9.00pm  
7.00pm - 9.00pm Visit the Bell Tower 

A chance to ring one of  the bells - under supervision, of  course! 
Come and learn the history of  the bells and watch a recording of  
the last time that the bells were loaded onto a lorry and driven to 
Whitechapel to be re-cast. 

5.00pm - 9.00pm Meet George, our resident organist 
George is a local organ, piano and music theory teacher, with        
experience of  playing in many cathedrals and churches.  
He is very much looking forward to showing you how the organ 
works and making lots of  beautiful noise to celebrate the event. 

Churchyard trail, fire pit, refreshments and photographic 
display showing past events that the Friends of  St Mary's 
have organised. 

Sunday 5th June 4.00pm  
Forest Church in the churchyard, St Mary's Sundridge 

A new way of  worshipping outdoors to enjoy God's creation. 
It might be muddy but lots of  fun and will last 30 minutes 
Refreshments. All welcome - just turn up 

Rector                                                                             
Rev Pam Davies                                                              

Churchwarden 
Althea Chapman  
email: althea.chapman@outlook.com

Sunday 19th  
10.30   Sundridge       Holy Communion 

Sunday 26th 
10.30   Ide Hill           Holy Communion  

Sunday 5th   Whit and Jubilee Sunday   
09.15   Toys Hill         Holy Communion 
10.30   Sundridge       Morning Worship 
16.00    Ide Hill            Forest Church   

Sunday 12th  Trinity Sunday 
10.30   Ide Hill           Open Air Service  

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations at St Mary’s, Sundridge 

   In this edition we celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee throughout the village. We learn more about Forest Church, 
the exciting forthcoming events from Fundridge and Rochester Cathedral and a trip down memory lane for those of  
us with long memories. There are reports from the Friends of  St Mary’s Church on their visit to Chevening House, 
Sundridge and Brasted school, the Parish Council, the Brasted, Ide Hill and Sundridge Gardening Society and the 
wonderful Froglets Open Garden hosted by Fern and Bob Ogley. We hear about John Rutter’s hymn for Ukraine, the 
‘Art in June’ exhibition and help with the Ide Hill Beavers, Cubs and Scouts.

Whilst Rev Pam Davies continues to be on sick leave, 
 the Revd Tim Edwards, Rector of  the United Benefice of  Knockholt with Halstead,  

has very kindly offered to provide the parish’s pastoral support, including weddings and baptisms.  
He can be contacted via email: rev.tim.edwards@gmail.com or telephone 01959 532133 or mobile 07980 826365

Parish Services for June 2022



The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in Sundridge 

Thursday 2nd June  
From 17.00 Friends of  St Mary's invite you to join us at St Mary’s Church, St Mary's Church Road 
17:00 - 21:00 Meet George, our organist 
George is a local organ, piano and music theory teacher, with experience of  playing in many cathedrals and churches. He is very much 
looking forward to showing you how the organ works and making lots of  beautiful noise to celebrate the event. 
19:00 - 21:00 Visit the bell tower 
 A chance to ring one of  the bells - under supervision, of  course! Come and learn the history of  the bells and watch a recording of  the last 
time that the bells were loaded onto a lorry and driven to the Whltechapel Bell Foundry to be re-cast. 

There will also be a Churchyard trail, a fire pit, refreshments and a photographic display showing past events  
organised by the Friends of  St Marv’s. 

Friday 3rd June  
From 11:30 The White Horse, 105 Main Road 
The pub will be open and serving their usual full drinks menu, along with jugs of  Pimm’s and a large selection of  G&Ts.  
The kitchen will be closed. 
From 14:00 - Sundridge and Brasted Social Club, 132 Main Road 
For Platinum Jubilee the club will have takeaway cartons of  beer and bottles of  bubbles available all afternoon priced at our standard 
cheap rates. We have cartons available or why not bring a clean milk carton for us to fill for you. 
14:00 - 18.00 Traditional Street Party organised by Sundridge and Ide Hill Parish Council, Church Road 
All Sundridge residents are welcome to celebrate the Queen's Jubilee at a traditional street party to be held on Church Road between the 
traffic lights and Chapmans Road.  
   The parish council will be providing Sandwiches, a Barbeque, Ice Lollies, tea, coffee, water, and squash along with games for the children 
and music. We will also be providing bunting, decorations, tables, and a few chairs/picnic benches. We ask that, if  you can, please bring 
a picnic chair as the supply of  chairs is limited. Attendance as well as all food and drink provided is free. As we need to cater for a fixed 
number this will be provided on a first come first served basis. 
   We are looking for volunteers to help with the day. Firstly, we will have a food sharing table and invite residents to bring along something 
to share with your neighbours such as pasta, salad, curry, etc. This can be homemade, or shop bought. Secondly, we need volunteers to 
donate cakes for the event, again homemade or shop bought, Lastly, we need volunteers to help with making sandwiches, the set up and 
pack down on the day. If  you can help with any of  the above, please email vikki.allgood@sundridgewithidehill-pc.gov.uk with details of  
what you'd be happy to cover. 

If  you require any assistance in getting to the event the Sundrldge Support Group Volunteers are happy help.  
Please contact info@sundridgewithidehill.co.uk 

Please note the event is only open to residents of  Sundridge 
From 18:00 - Sundridge and Brasted Social Club, 132 Main Road 
The after party then carries on afterwards at the Social Club. We have a free jukebox all evening and will have Bat and Trap and Bowls 
pitches set up for anyone who wants to have a go. 
Members can sign in friends for £l.00 or why not sign up to be a member of  the club £5.00 for a whole year of  cheap beer/wine. 

Sunday 5th June  
16.00 St Mary's Church, St Mary's Church Road 
Forest church in St Mary's churchyard. A new way of  worshipping outdoors to enjoy God's creation. It might be muddy but lots of  fun. 
Will last 30 minutes. Refreshments available. All welcome - just turn up. 



Forest Church

                       The next Forest Church will be held on Sunday June 5th at Sundridge Church at 4pm.   
No need to book, just turn up and have some fun! 

The Forest Church Team

   I’m not sure where the children were at the 
first Forest Church, but those that came       
enjoyed a fun-packed half  hour in the    
churchyard at Ide Hill. Following the service, 

we received an encouraging response with one person in 
particular saying that worshipping outdoors is such            
a lovely thing to do and wishing the team success  
throughout the rest of  the year. 
   We sang, we prayed, we listened to a story about making 
mistakes, being forgiven and being given another chance. 
We then foraged in the churchyard for natural items to 
make fishes or boats as our story had been about Peter, 
James and John and the problems they encountered when 
they had been out all night and were tired, cold and hungry 
and couldn’t catch any fish.  
   We chatted as we shared a cup of  tea and admired our 
craft skills.

Forthcoming events from Fundridge 
Fundridge Sundridge Camping weekend 

   Fundridge will be hosting an overnight family camp-out 
in the fields at Radnor House School on Saturday 9th July. 
Barbecue, outdoor games & refreshments will be provided. 
Families need to bring their own tents and chairs. 

   More details will follow on Facebook.  
   For more information in the meantime, contact Henry 
via email: henrynicol32@gmail.com 

FUNSTOCK 
   Sunday 28th August 2pm till 10pm (late..), Coronation 
Gardens. A day of  music and fun for all the family,      
attendance free. 
   All families in Sundridge welcome, including dogs. 
•   Live music 
•   Beer tent/wine/cocktails etc. 
•   Pizza Van 
•   Ice creams 
•   Coffee & teas 
•   Kids entertainment 
Come and meet your local community. It was a great      
success last year so we are repeating it. 
More details to follow in the next edition, but if  anyone 
would like to help out in any way or wants to hold a local 
stall then please contact fundridgesundridge@gmail.com 
Many thanks. From the Fundridge Team



Rochester Cathedral Events 
Gaia  
   Having been postponed earlier in the year, Luke Jerram’s 
Gaia installation has arrived at Rochester Cathedral and 
is on display until 12th June. Tickets are booking up fast, 
with weekend day tickets already sold out, but there is 

availability for evenings and weekdays. Entry during the day 
is free but pre-booking is highly recommended. Charges 
apply for evenings and special events. More information 
about the installation and details on booking can be found 
on the Cathedral website:   

https://www.rochestercathedral.org/gaia. 
Ribbons of  Remembrance 
   As highlighted in the Village News (September 2021), 
to mark the first anniversary of  lockdown, in March 2021 
the public were invited to tie ribbons on the railings 
around the Rochester Cathedral catalpa tree. These rib-
bons were tokens of  love and affection for those who had 
died because of  Covid 19.  They were also signs of  hope 
as Easter approached and the promise that love conquers 
all, even death.  The response was dramatic as a rainbow 
of  ribbons spread quickly across the railings.   
   In the summer of  that year, the Dean of  the Cathedral  
commissioned local artists Wendy Daws and Päivi Seppälä 

to create a more permanent    
memorial from those ribbons. 
With community involvement, 
Wendy and Päivi created this 
wondrous interlocking pattern   
of  fabric, somewhat reminiscent 
of  Tibetan prayer flags or       
banners. This interconnected 
montage of  coloured memories 
represents the thoughts and 
prayers of  many and their hopes 
for the future.   
“Ribbons of  Remembrance” is 
on display in the Cathedral Crypt 
until Friday 1st July. 

Memories

   A charming picture from 1967, I believe, just to remind 
those of  a certain age of  the joys of  Flower Power. Taken 
at the Brasted Carnival in 1967 and shows the “Flower 
Power” collecting money on the day. Brilliant outfits, a 
real pity the picture is just black and white, I am sure the     
originals clothing was a riot of  colour. Is there anyone you 
recognise in the photograph?

   Or perhaps this one might stir a few memories, taken 
at Sundridge School in 1977 for the Queen’s Silver Jubilee? 
A wonderful display of  costumes and weaponry. I wonder 
who was chosen to wear the crown? There is an amazing 
array of  expressions on the children’s faces ranging from 
delight, to boredom from passive acceptance of  posing 
for the photograph to the impassioned fist shaking.



   There are so many people who should be famous but 
often their actions were to catalogue, design or invent 
things that we now simply take for granted. For instance, 
the humble paper clip: when in 1867 Samuel B. Fay filed 
his patent, it was originally conceived as a way to secure 
tickets to fabric, but the patent recognized that it could 
also be used to attach papers together. 

                          “FOR BUSY BUSINESS MEN”

   There is also a claim to the invention of  the paper clip 
by Johan Vaaler, a Norwegian, who could not file for a 
patent in Norway as there were no patent laws in Norway 
at the time. However, he did receive a patent for the 
square and triangular design from Germany in 1899 and 
filed an American patent in 1901.  
   Another whose work goes mostly unrecognised is 
William Booth who is buried in Sundridge churchyard. 
He created all the tithe maps in the area, the official 
records of  land owners and occupiers in 1841. It must 
have been a considerable task to collate the information 
required to produce accurate records and maps and now 
his efforts, for the most part, are simply taken for granted. 

The things we take for granted

 

Ide Hill Scout Group  
is looking for Volunteers 

We need support in all three sections 

     6-8 years old       8-10 years old       10-14 years old 

If  you are someone 

Who enjoys interacting with young people  

Who could organise craft activities 

Who enjoys playing games 

Who is patient and caring 

Who would be willing to come to a meeting or two 

to see what we do 

We would love to hear from you 
Contact Russell: 
russell.porter@sevenoaksscouts.org.uk 
07825 182553 

16th Sevenoaks   
(Ide Hill)

!"#$%&$'()*"#$%&$'()
+,%)-../)*,0()
!"#$%&"'()*#+(,-./(

)0"1(2(341(
 

 
 

!"#$%&"'(

)$*'")(+",-.(-#+""!(#$)(/$)0(

#"12.(2$'0(*)&3.4(-,'*)&*5.4(%'67(8$.(

(

&'%.).-%.*(&'(-.!!&'59(

/!.$-.(.1$&!(:;<=>?=@AB;<=>?=@AC@DE?FGHID(

J")($'(.3.'%($//!&#$%&"'(J")1((

/&%#+.-(J)"1(K6L(

(

%&1.(

-.!!.)-(-.%(,/(J)"1(MNOO$14("/.'(%"(%+.(/,2!&#(J)"1(
6O$1(%"(L/1(



Covers Farm Planning Application update 
   You will be aware of  the planning proposal by Squerrey’s 
Estate to fill the disused quarry at Covers Farm, just outside 
Westerham, which will result in HGVs passing through 
Sundridge and Brasted along the A25 about every 6    
minutes 6 days a week for 6 years. The application was 
originally made in 2018, and after numerous delays was 
due to be considered by Kent County Council last week 
but has, yet again, been postponed for at least a further 
month, perhaps more. 
   The District, Parish and Town Councils and your local 
Councillors have all objected to this application but whilst 
KCC must consider their views they are not binding upon 
it. You may wish to contact your local Kent County Coun-
cillor and members of  the Planning Committee to make 
your views known to them. 
Ide Hill Jubilee Street Party  
   Just a reminder that this will take place on the road   
outside the church, on Friday 3rd June starting at 3pm, 
with marquees on Ide Hill Green in case of  rain. Courtesy 
of  the Community Shop, the New Orleans Echoes Jazz 
Band plus a guest singer will entertain us and there will 
be activities for the children, including a crown colouring 
and decorating competition in three age categories with 
prizes for the best. Bring a picnic and the Parish Council 
will provide teas, coffees, soft drinks and cakes plus candy 
floss and slushies. Ice cream can also be purchased. 
Sundridge Jubilee Street Party 
   A reminder that all Sundridge residents are welcome to 
celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee at a traditional street party 
to be held on Friday 3rd June 14:00 - 18:00 on Church 
Road between the traffic lights and Chapmans Road. 
Singer Sophie McKinnon, who performed at last year’s 
Funstock, will be performing on the day. The Parish 
Council will also be providing sandwiches, a BBQ, ice   
lollies, tea, coffee, water and squash along with games for 
the children and music. We will also be providing bunting, 
decorations, tables, and a few chairs/picnic benches. We 
ask that, if  you can, please bring a picnic chair as the supply 
of  chairs is limited. Attendance as well as all food and 
drink provided is free. We need to cater for a fixed number, 
so this will be provided on a first come first served basis. 
   We are looking for volunteers to help with the day. 
Firstly, we will have a food-sharing table and invite        
residents to bring along something to share with your 
neighbours such as pasta, salad, curry, etc. This can be 
homemade or store bought. Secondly, we need volunteers 
to donate cakes for the event, again homemade or store 
bought. Lastly, we need volunteers to help with making 
sandwiches, the set-up and pack-down on the day. If  you 
can help with any of  the above, please email vikki.all-
good@sundridgewithidehill-pc.gov.uk with details of  
what you’d be happy to cover. If  you require any assis-
tance in getting to the event, the Sundridge Support 
Group volunteers are happy help. Please contact 
info@sundridgewithidehill.co.uk. Please note the event is 
only open to residents of  Sundridge. 
 
 

Sundridge with Ide Hill Parish Council update – May 2022
Rubbish collections over the bank holiday 
   Rubbish will be collected as per normal on Thursday 
2nd and Friday 3rd June. 
New bins in the village 

   We have secured four new bins for the parish (two for 
Ide Hill and two for Sundridge). These bins are larger, 
have a recycling section and have been provided by SDC 
free of  charge so there is no additional cost to the parish. 
The new bins will replace the older existing bins at Ide 
Hill recreation ground, Stubbs Wood carpark, Sundridge 
village hall and Bowsers Meadow as these are the ones 
most heavily used and often suffer from overflowing. The 
current bins at those locations will then be placed in new 
locations throughout the parish. Please note that we are 
aware of  a minority of  individuals in the parish who are 
not picking up after their dogs and so creating health and 
safety issues for the residents. Dog poo bags can be placed 
in ALL types of  bins and not just “dog poo bins”. Please 
ensure you always pick up after your dog and place in one 
of  the many bins available in the parish. Note “dog poo 
bins” are being phased out, as these are a large cost, and 
can be replaced with general bins that have no additional 
overhead to the parish.  
Parish Council Annual Meeting 
   On Monday 9th May, the Annual Parish Council Meeting 
was held in Sundridge Village Hall, the first since 2019 
due to COVID-19. Over 30 residents heard from both 
KCC and SDC councillors as well as from the Chair of  
our Parish Council, Cllr John Evans. Residents expressed 
their concerns about various matters such as crime and 
highways concerns. While these are not matters managed 
by the parish Council, these were noted by the councillors 
present and the clerk is contacting the relevant parties     
to arrange for a meeting with them to discuss. Cllr Ann 
Powell arranged an excellent post-meeting selection     
of  sweet and savoury items along with soft drinks, beer 
and wine which enabled residents to speak informally to 
their representatives. 



Parish Council AGM 
At the AGM on Monday 23rd May, Cllr. John Evans was 
unanimously elected to continue as Chair of  the Parish 
Council and Cllr Don Baker was unanimously elected to 
continue as Vice-Chair. A vacancy remains for an addi-
tional councillor for Sundridge. 
Communications 
   Following an extensive review of  our digital             
communications, the Parish Council will be improving its 
website to make it more informative and up to date plus 
information on where to get advice and assistance from 
SDC and KCC. Additionally, we will in future provide   
regular Facebook updates to keep our residents better    
informed of  Parish Council activities, along with sharing 
monthly updates to all of  the local newsletters. 

Parish Council meeting 
   This is a reminder that the public is invited to attend 
each Parish Council meeting to raise issues or observe. A 
list of  dates is on the website. The next meeting is on 
Monday 20th June at 19:30 in Sundridge Village Hall. If  
you wish to raise anything, please advise the Clerk in ad-
vance (clerk@sundridgewithidehill-pc.gov.uk). 
Average speed cameras 
   The Average Speed camera trial for the A25 is now in 
its second month of  operation. 
Many drivers have received notices of  prosecution which 
shows the effectiveness of  this exercise in slowing the 
speed through the village. Response from residents to the 
post installation survey, currently underway, has been very 
positive and the Parish Council would like to see the trial 
become permanent, and even be extended to include the 
eastern section of  the road towards Sevenoaks. 

A special birthday 

A delightful birthday tea party involving much cake was held for a very special lady by Carol and her flower team. 
Can you guess who the birthday girl is?

   There are so many quirky bits of  history, some are 
strange and some just silly, certainly neither worthy of           
inclusion into any serious history book and barely worth   
mentioning, except that sometimes they can be amusing. 
   For instance, did you know that Napoleon Bonaparte 
was attacked by rabbits? The emperor had requested that 
a rabbit hunt be arranged for himself  and his men so his 
chief  of  staff  made the arrangements and had the men 
round up some 3,000 rabbits for the occasion.  
   When the rabbits were released from their cages, the 
hunt was ready to go, at least that was the plan. However, 
the rabbits charged toward Bonaparte and his men in a 
viscous and unstoppable onslaught.  
   So for those that thought Waterloo was the Bonaparte’s 
greatest defeat… 

Napoleon was once attacked by a horde of  bunnies



Greetings from Sundridge & Brasted CE Primary School!es  
   We have been busy! After 2 years of  COVID lockdowns 
and restrictions our team of  footballers was so excited to 
be able to take part in a tournament this month, hosted 
by Kemsing Primary School. Our team played really well 
which led to a fabulous unbeaten run of  4 matches with 
some nice team goals. We were very proud of  the whole 
team, their behaviour and their sportsmanship.  
   Year 6 took part in Safety in Action, which is an           
interactive event designed to teach the children about 
some of  the dangers they may 
face as they become more      
independent and prepare for 
transition to secondary school. 
For the first time in two years 
the event was held in person 
rather than via zoom and took 
place at Fossebank School in 
Tonbridge. Safety information 
from a variety of  organisations 
highlighted the potential dan-
gers at home and online, plus fire, electrical, road, rail and 
water safety and up-to-date information regarding drugs, 
alcohol and first aid. Valuable lessons one and all. 
   Our youngest children in Squirrel class have been       
exceptionally busy this term. When learning about          
different faiths they made a wonderful, traditional Jewish 
apple and honey loaf  cake that is eaten during Rosh 
Hashana (the festival of  New Year). The children peeled 
and chopped the apples themselves, mixed oil, honey and 
eggs together and added flour and cinnamon and ginger. 
They ate it with more honey drizzled on top!  
   In music, they used different types of  instruments to 
keep a beat and invented different rhythms which they 
then used to accompany their favourite nursery rhymes. 
Their learning culminated in a performance in the Early 
Years playground, complete with a stage, seating area and 
dressing up! 
   They also took a trip, on foot, to Coblands Garden 
Centre to see how they could help their own plants grow 
and to choose one to bring back for their playground. 

There were so many beautiful plants that it was hard to 
choose but they talked about money and discussed 
whether this was a ‘want’ or a ‘need’ purchase. They all 
decided that they absolutely needed more plants!  
   Hedgehog class has also been busy with a fantastic 
music/history project focusing on the work of  Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart and Andrew Lloyd Webber. The children 
studied the composers' lives and listened to songs from 
‘Cats’, ‘Phantom of  the Opera’ and ‘The Marriage of       
Figaro’. There was a lot of  music, a lot of  singing and       

a lot of  fun! The children 
finished their project by   
creating their own musical 
theatre boxes out of  cereal 
boxes. Music, history, art 
and design & technology all 
in one! 

In other news, Newt and 
Luna have come to stay 
with us during the week to 
join in the class fun. Newt is 

a giant lop rabbit who lives in our Early Years playground 
and can be found hopping around, being fed and fussed 
by the children, and Luna is a pink-eyed lop rabbit visiting 
Owl class. Luna stays in their outdoor area but does pop 
into class to see the children! The children help to care 
for the rabbits and learn to look after pets properly as well 
as enjoying the fun of  having the rabbits around. 
 

   We have also enjoyed a fantastic day of  cricket, led by 
a Kent Cricket Community Team coach who worked with 
each class, demonstrating a wide range of  skills and   
teaching the children how to improve their skills and enjoy 
the sport. The sun shone, the cricket was fun and, as it 
was the coach’s birthday, we bought him a cake! 

News from Sundridge and Brasted CE Primary School



John Rutter 

   There’s only one way a composer can respond to a 
global tragedy - by writing music. John Rutter’s new       
setting of  a Ukrainian prayer, created in the wake of  the 
Russian invasion, has become an unexpected hit with 
choirs across the world. As Mr Rutter says, “it’s likely to 
end up being one of  the most widely-circulated pieces 
that I have ever composed”. 

   The choral conductor-composer was looking for a 
Ukrainian choral piece to use at his latest ‘Come and Sing’ 
day and was “at the chapel at Clare College in Cambridge 
on Ash Wednesday, where I heard the choir sing a   
Ukrainian hymn. I thought it was lovely, but the music by 
Valentyn Silvestrov was a bit ambitious for the all-comers 
group I was due to host - so I took the words and wrote 
my own version”. A YouTube video of  the performance 
prompted requests for the score. 
   In response: “I made it freely available to anyone who 
asked, but requested donations to the Disasters         
Emergency Committee,” explains Mr Rutter. 

   Neither he nor his team envisaged what followed. “The 
requests came bucketing in!” To date, more than 8,000 
scores have been shared. Many choirs have posted their 
own videos and used the piece as part of  their own 
fundraising activities. There’s no way of  knowing exactly 
how much money the music has raised, but it’s likely to 
be considerable.  
   Mr Rutter hopes that his piece might encourage choirs 
to work towards Mr Silvestrov’s more complex setting. 
“Ukrainian music is, by and large, not terribly well known 
in this country. Some choirs have been singing the     
national anthem, but many wanted to look beyond that. 
I’m delighted - in a way - that my piece has touched       
a nerve.”  
Visit www.johnrutter.com to request the score to ‘A 
Ukrainian Prayer’. The sheet music is accompanied by a 
file containing text read by Alona Taranenko, a Ukrainian 
musician and refugee currently in Poland.  
 
Claire Jackson, Country Life 20th April 2022 

The Friends of  St Mary’s Church have good reason to be 
grateful to John Rutter. The three ‘Come and Sing’ days 
he conducted for The Friends contributed a substantial 
amount to their fundraising and without his contribution 

they would not have been able to have financed the toilets 
in the church. The following article about his response to 
the Ukraine invasions appeared in the April 20th edition 
of  ‘Country Life’ and I thought it worth sharing.

A hymn for Ukraine

   Our FOSBS team (Friends of  Sundridge & Brasted 
School) have been wonderful as always, working hard to 
revamp the front of  the school by the office, clearing, 
tidying and planting. It all looks so pretty now and we are 
incredibly grateful for their time and effort in making our 
environment even lovelier for our school community. 
   They have also been busy organising a Jubilee Tea Party 
for the children and families for our last day of  term. 
They plan to have games, refreshments and lots of  fun! 
The children had decorated bunting for us to hang and 
are designing their own crowns for a ‘Crown fit for a royal 
tea party’ competition. 
   FOSBS also have a ‘grow the tallest sunflower’         
competition on the go! Every child took home sunflower 
seeds, a pot and earth with instructions to plant, nurture 
and watch grow. The winners will be announced in the 
last week of  the summer with prizes for the tallest.  

   Class trips are also back after such a long absence. 
Hoorah! Owl class is going to a Victorian Day at Kent 
Life in Maidstone and the other classes are busy planning 
trips for next term. 
   So, as you can see, busy days at Sundridge & Brasted! 
We have lots planned for June and July and look forward 
to letting you all know what we have been up to in the 
next issue. 

 
Best wish to the whole community. 

Sundridge & Brasted CE Primary School 
We know that we can make a difference  

by showing kindness through our  
words and  actions.   

We strive to have a positive impact every day.  
Telephone: 01959 562694  

email: office@sundridge.kent.sch.uk    www.sundridge.kent.sch.uk

The July edition
If  you have any information for the  

“Dates for your Diary” section or an article that you’d 
like included in the next edition, please email by         

Monday 24rd June to:-  
editor@sundridgevillagenews.co.uk 

If  you are not already a subscriber to the Sundridge  
Village News, please do join us. There is no cost, your 
details are not shared or used for any other purpose.         

To subscribe, simply send an email with  
“Subscribe” in the subject line to  
sundridgevillagenews@gmail.com  



Froglets Open Gardens
   I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who 
made our Ukraine Appeal Garden Open Day at Froglets 
such a success, in spite of  the lack of  sunshine and almost 
constant drizzle. 
   I shall be hoping to thank the greatest contributors     
individually, but an enormous number gave cakes,       
sandwiches and other food for the teas, which raised 
about £700+ alone. I still have unnamed tins of  delicious-
looking cake and would love to find a home for them, so 
that they shouldn’t be wasted. Please would you ask your 
readers to collect and identify their tin or adopt a cake. 
   We took the shop-bought items to the food bank in 
Tesco. If  any other cakes remain within a few days we 
shall take them to various care homes locally. 
   So far the total raised is £3,700 plus and rising; we still 
have several donations promised for the next few weeks. 
   Many thanks again to the Sundridge Community,  
working for good as usual. 
Fern and Bob Ogley

Art in June 3rd - 19th June 2022
   The Big Yellow Art Event!Spotted those yellow bikes 
yet? Discovered where they lead? 
   Yes, it’s that time of  year again, when local artists open 
their doors to welcome art lovers into their studios during 
Art in June. 
   Whether you’re looking for a piece of  art to grace your 
home, as a gift or if  you just enjoy art for its own sake 
without purchasing, pick up a free booklet and follow the 
yellow bike trail for a fun, inspiring short excursion or full 
day out. 
   Something for everyone – paintings, ceramics, jewellery, 
metal work, sculpture, textiles and much much more. 
There are even tutored workshops, where you can try your 
hand at creating your own work of  art! 
   This year 54 artists and makers warmly invite you to 
their 18 studios/venues spread across the Sevenoaks & 
Eden Valley areas. This year, look for our yellow bikes to 
help you find us! 
   There is no obligation to buy from the artists, they are 
there to welcome you to their space and share their        
enthusiasm. Entry is free (except for at Riverhill             
Himalayan Gardens, where normal entry fees apply). The 
joy is to visit the artists and to experience the creativity 
many will be demonstrating during Open Studio days and 
are only too delighted to discuss their methods and       
materials with you. 
   Venues range from artists bravely exhibiting on their 
own; to pairs who have joined up to show their work to-
gether; to larger groups arranging a display in a bigger 
space. You can use the guide and handy map to arrange 
your visits over the 17 days so that you don’t miss out. 
Each site will have its own vibe and delights. This year, 
look out for our yellow bikes to help you find us! 
Open Studios is just right for the naturally curious person 
who loves to look at art and inquire. Art in June aims to 
make the arts accessible to all. 

   There are lots of  people who love to visit artists and 
makers and they love you to visit them. So go ahead, do 
it. We are waiting for you. 
For further details, see our website: www.artinjune.org 

I know this feeling



encouraging the slugs and snails to feast on our plants, as 
they are attracted to damp, dark conditions. Instead, it is 
advisable to water early in the morning, when these      
undesirable creatures are less active. 
   Talking of  slugs, George uses this garlic water recipe 
to spray young and vulnerable plants to help avoid slug 
attack, as follows: Thoroughly clean a 2-litre/4-pint milk 
carton then fill with cold water to approx. 4 inches from 
the top. Into this put 25-30 cloves of  garlic (which can be 
cooked, old or new) then place the container in a shady 
area for two weeks. After this, pour the water into a spray 
container and use to soak the plants' leaves on top and 
underneath as well as the stems. Spraying should be      
repeated weekly, or more if  it rains or if  you have a lot of  
slugs and snails to deter.  
   Our next meeting will take place at Ide Hill Village Hall 
on Wednesday 8th June. One of  our own members, 
Thomas Binsted, is an urban bee-keeper, and he will be 

giving his debut talk all about bees. Thomas will be bringing 
a show-hive to demonstrate the workings of  a hive close 
up, and will be sharing information on how we can cater 
for bees in our gardens and how to make the best plant 
selections to provide for their needs. This is a change to 
the advertised programme. Please join us from 7.30pm 
for refreshments, with the talk starting promptly at 8pm.  
   If  you’d like to become a member of  the Brasted, Ide 
Hill and Sundridge Gardening Society, please feel free to 
contact me for more information by emailing 
juliaricci@rocketmail.com or calling 07818 236566. We 
look forward to welcoming you. 
Julia Ricci

   The speaker at our May meeting 
was George Lockwood, a totally 
organic and passionate gardener 
from Enfield, Essex. George 
trained at Capel Manor College, 
London’s only specialist environ-
mental college, and has been      

gardening professionally for over 15 years.  
   George is nothing short of  a walking plant encyclopedia 
and his talk ‘Plants that Flower each Month’ gave everyone 
lots of  tips and a list of  plants that they were missing from 
their gardens! He worked his way through a showcase of  
almost 100 of  his ‘favourite’ plants, explaining the benefits 
of  each with beautiful slides showing the individual plants 
and also in a garden setting, mostly taken from the six  
gardens he looks after. He provided information about 
how to look after them, when they bloom, their size, 
whether to plant in sun or shade and more.  
   Along the way he talked about the importance of  good 
soil and, indeed, most of  the plants that he recommended 
prefer ‘humus-rich, fertile, well-drained soil’. When asked 
a question about what to plant in an area of  poor soil he 
replied “Why have you got poor soil?”, implying that any 
poor soil is the gardener’s fault for not having sufficiently 
enriched it with plenty of  organic matter and well-rotted 
manure! Now we know.  
   As an organic gardener, George does not use any 
chemical pesticides, and advocates encouraging beneficial 
insects such as ladybirds, lacewings and hoverflies into our 
gardens to eat the pests that we might otherwise try to 

control by spraying. We learnt that lacewings and ladybirds 
both lay their eggs on the underside of  leaves so, if  we’re 
not careful, we could wash them away when we are        
watering our plants. We were advised always to water the 
soil directly, and be careful not to splash the underside of  
the leaves where the delicate eggs might be hidden. 
   On the subject of  watering, many of  us water in the 
evening when it’s cooler and there is less evaporation. 
However, this can have the unwanted effect of                

Brasted, Ide Hill and Sundridge Gardening Society

The July - August edition
If  you have any information for the  

“Dates for your Diary” section or an article that you’d 
like included in the next edition, please email by          

Friday 22nd July to:-  
editor@sundridgevillagenews.co.uk 

If  you are not already a subscriber to the Sundridge  
Village News, please do join us. There is no cost, your 
details are not shared or used for any other purpose.         

To subscribe, simply send an email with  
“Subscribe” in the subject line to  
sundridgevillagenews@gmail.com  



And finally . . .  

2nd to 5th June Platinum Jubilee celebrations  
St Mary’s Church 2nd June see articles and the Parish 
Council’s street parties over the long weekend 
3rd - 19th June Art in June artists’ open studios 
see website www.artinjune.org for details  
Sunday 5th June, Forest Church - see article 
4pm - Sundridge Churchyard 
Sunday 3rd July, Forest Church  
4pm - Toys Hill Chapel Ground 
9th and 10th July Fundridge Camping weekend 
See article for details 
Saturday 16th July Fundridge Car Boot sale 
See article for details 
August Bank Holiday Sunday 28th August  
Fundridge ‘Funstock’ on Coronation Gardens 
Sunday 4th September, Forest Church  
see article. 4pm - Ide Hill Churchyard 
Sunday 2nd October, Forest Church  
see article. 4pm - Sundridge Churchyard 
Sunday 6th November, Forest Church  
see article 3pm - Toys Hill Chapel Ground 

Dates for your diary

Picture a world where we all played nicely together

Friends of  St Mary’s visit to Chevening House 
   On Tuesday 14th May 2022 the Friends’ visit to 
Chevening House finally took place, having been         
postponed from April 2020 due to coronavirus restrictions.  
The group was welcomed to the estate by Colonel Alastair 
Mathewson, Secretary to the Board of  Trustees and      
Estate Office Manager, who was our hugely informative 
guide for the tour. We learned the history of  the house 
from the early thirteenth century and, in particular, the 
Stanhope dynasty from their purchase of  the estate in 
1717 through to the death of  the seventh Earl in 1967. 
After the death of  his wife, Eileen, in 1940, Lord        
Stanhope decided that the facilities at Chevening could 
offer a future Cabinet Minister similar advantages to those 
provided to the Prime Minister by the gift to the nation 
of  Chequers.  He arranged for Chevening House and the 
estate to pass on his death to a trust and thus be preserved 
for the nation in perpetuity. We toured some of  the     
magnificent rooms, the library and the cellars and were 
informed that the magnificent cantilevered staircase could 

only be used by 5 people at a time – a little unnerving,   
especially as you could feel movement in it when climbing 
up or down! After a fascinating tour full of  facts, figures 
and humour everyone was ready to sit down and enjoy 
the delicious tea and cakes laid out for us. The house is 
open a very limited number of  times each year and there 
was unanimous agreement that it had been an immense 
privilege to be part of  one of  those occasions.

I met a dragon face to face 
the year when I was ten. 

I took a trip to outer space, 
I braved a pirate’s den, 

I wrestled with a wicked troll, 
And fought a great white shark. 

I tailed a rabbit down a hole, 
I hunted for a Snark, 

I stowed aboard a submarine, 
I opened magic doors, 

I travelled in a time machine, 
And searched for dinosaurs. 
I climbed atop a giant’s head, 

I found a pot of  gold. 
I did all this in books I read, 

when I was ten years old 
Jack Prelutsky 

I did this in the books I read


