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In this issue we bring you news from the school as they (hopefully) return to face-to-face 
teaching, two pleas to support charities, an invitation to join us as we journey through 
Lent, some ideas for encouraging bees into your garden and a trip down memory lane a 
mere 10 years ago.  

Rector  
Rev Pam Davies, email: rev.pamdavies@sky.com              
Telephone: 01959 467223

Churchwarden, Sundridge 
Althea Chapman  
email: althea.chapman@outlook.com

The journey through Lent

   Both churches are open on Wednesdays and Sundays    
during the period of  Lent.  Do pop in to see the “Worship 
in the Wilderness” displays, following a Lenten course, 
which are updated each week.   
   Plans are being made to open both churches once again 
for public worship beginning, we are hoping, with a       

Services in the Parish

   Our churches are open every Wednesday and Sunday, 
so please visit and see the displays as we journey together 
through Lent. There are weekly themes, scripture        
readings, prayers and, so far, we have two very different 

pieces of  artwork. One is by Bansky (not an original) and         
the second a very powerful painting of  ‘Christ in the    
Wilderness’ by Kramskoy. Uplifting music will accompany 
you on your journey.  
Please do return each week as the displays change 

every Sunday as we begin a different journey. 

celebration of  Easter Day on April 4th at 10.30 at     
St Mary’s Sundridge.   
   Please see the noticeboard outside St Mary’s Ide Hill 
for updated information.  Until then, the Sunday service 
at 10.30 continues on Zoom – please contact the Rectory 
for the link if  you would like to attend. 



FUNDRIDGE raises funds for MND
   Team Fundridge decided to fund-raise for My Name'5 
Doddie Foundation set up by Doddie Weir, former    
Scottish international rugby player, by walking over 750 
miles during January. The mission of  the Foundation is 
to raise funds to aid research into the causes of  Motor 
Neurone Disease, to investigate potential cures and to 
make grants to individuals suffering from MND to enable 
them to live as fulfilled a life as possible. DoddieAID was 
a way for us to do our little bit to help him in his quest to 
find better treatments for this awful condition.  
   The DoddieAID exercise challenge ran throughout   
January until the England v Scotland Calcutta Cup match 
kicked off  on Saturday, 6th February at 4:45 p.m. 
   The team consisted of  Ali and Ian MacMillan, Fiona 
and Julian Parkin, Kate and Oli Henry, Vikki Allgood, 
Charlie Watmough, Goc O’Callaghan and Gill and      
Graham Hughes, who enlisted on to the Glasgow district 
team in recognition of  Ian’s birthplace – him being the 
true Scotsman!! 
   Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and totally 
secure. Once you donate, they'll send your money directly 
to My Name'5 Doddie Foundation, so it's the most         
efficient way to give - saving time and cutting costs for 
the charity - and automatically reclaims Gift Aid if  you 
are a UK taxpayer, so your donation is worth even more.

From the Archives . . . 
   Ten years ago, the “Village News” for March 2011 
prints that the application by Baron Deschauer to sell 
10,000 burial plots in the field next to Combe Bank 
School was refused and it was hoped that the grounds 
were sufficiently robust to deter the applicant from 
launching an appeal. It was the third time that Mr          
Deschauer had failed to obtain planning permission for a 
burial ground on this site. The first application was         
refused by the District Council’s Development Control 
Committee, the second application was withdrawn and, 
prior to the third application, 945 people signed the        
petition which showed the depth of  feeling in the parish.  
   It wasn’t just the Parish Council that was working hard 
on behalf  of  the parish, the Parochial Church Council was 
having serious problems with its finances. There was a 
deficit of  about £13,000 that had been incurred during 
2010 and the need for a balanced budget for 2011 was 
needed so as not to deplete its limited reserves a further. 

Sundridge church roof  and spire needed major   
expenditure. Various grants and other sources of  finance 
were identified, but a considerable contribution would 
have to be raised from within the parish, at the time it was 
believed to be in the region of  £59,000. 
   The Rector advised that, as yet, he had been unable to 
identify anyone suitable to fill the vacant rôle of  Church-
warden at Ide Hill.  
   Last, but not least, there was an apology from the      
Editor because the March edition appeared very late in 
getting out to parishioners. Apparently, the Editor had 
had a wonderful holiday in Libya but got caught up in the 
Civil War and got out via Warsaw. It was a tale to tell, that 
was told beautifully at the Friends of  St Mary’s AGM later 
in the month. 
   Ed - Please remember, the above is a snapshot of  the events in 
the parish 10 years ago. It’s interesting to read that some things never 
change! 

If  anyone would like to make a donation, the team would really appreciate your support -  
you can donate to our JustGiving page by going to: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/fundridge-sundridge?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=fun-
dridge-sundridge&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=d8a461f214bd42208e2cc1bec01b35a8 

click here to go to the website

Maria has been our treasurer for over 10 years and, although she’s tried to hand over the reins many times, all attempts 
at finding someone have come to nothing. At the Church Annual General Meeting in September, Maria was thanked 
for her work, dedication and faithfulness. Her final act of  generosity was staying on as Treasurer to prepare the end 
of  year accounts. There must be someone in the Parish, or further afield, with book-keeping or accountancy expertise 
who just needs a gentle push to volunteer. Maria is happy to talk to anyone who might be interested and explain what 
the rôle involves. Please contact Rev Pam Davies, 01959 467223 or email rev.pamdavies@sky.com

Parish Treasurer Needed

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/fundridge-sundridge?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=fun-dridge-sundridge&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=d8a461f214bd42208e2cc1bec01b35a8


Bee-friendly plants
   The RHS Society is promoting the benefits of  bee-
friendly plants. I have a wonderful Daphne bholua which 
is full of  the most glorious scented flowers. Unfortunately, 
it is virtually at the bottom of  the garden which is still far 
too wet for me to walk to, but the bees love it.  
   Almost anything that you’ve planted that flowers       
between September and March will be particularly       
valuable to bees. In turn, they will help you out later in 
the year by pollinating many food crops. 
   Hellebores make wonderful, long-lived plants. There 
are hundreds of  different varieties available in many 
colours. Bees love them all, as long as the flowers are    
single, rather than double. In double flowers, some or all 
of  the pollen and nectar-bearing parts have been turned 
into petals so that there is less food for the bees and it’s 
less accessible to them. 

   Willows, surprisingly, are good for bees. Although they 
don’t flower as such, their catkins are an excellent source 
of  protein, which is nutritious to the bees. 
   Crocuses have a lot to recommend them. They’re cheap 
to buy, pretty and come in lots of  colours. Bees love these 
as they provide plenty of  nectar and pollen at a time when 
not much else is flowering. If  you’ve planted them in a 
sunny spot, they’ll open fully on cold winter days, giving 
access to grateful insects. If  you’re lucky, they’ll naturalise 
themselves, spreading around the garden and giving you 
years of  low-maintenance colour.

   This year the Great Daffodil Appeal will be a little different. 
Thousands of  Marie Curie volunteers will not be able to 
collect donations in exchange for a daffodil at local         
supermarkets, garages, train stations or in town centres.  
   However, you can still be a part of  this year’s Great 
Daffodil Appeal. Marie Curie is holding a National Day 
of  Reflection on 23rd March and the charity would like 
as many people as possible to have a physical badge. I 
have volunteered to deliver daffodils within the local   
community so if  you would like to support Marie Curie 
and wear your daffodil with pride, please contact me.         
I have 50 daffodil pins, so please buy one for friends and 
family. 
   I have been told that it is a huge boost to every Marie 
Curie nurse who, after a long shift in full PPE, catches 
sight of  someone wearing their daffodil pin.  
Barbara Lockey 
01959 564249

Marie Curie’s Great Daffodil Appeal



News from Sundridge and Brasted CE Primary School
Greetings from Sundridge & Brasted CE Primary School!         

   The first two months of  2021 have been a challenge 
for school, as it has been for the whole community, nearly 
a year on from the start of  the pandemic. Remote          
Education is now an established part of  school life and 
‘Teams’ is the new buzz word. Most children continue to 
learn from home, supported by their parents who are, 
themselves, juggling work and care commitments.  
   However, in recent weeks we have introduced themed 
Wednesdays to offer the children an extra- curricular      
activity for fun and to break up the week of  home learning. 
Our first theme was drama which was great fun with    
children and staff  all joining in from wherever they were, 
be it school or home. The drama coach worked with each 
class, via zoom, starting with a short, physical warm up, 
leading onto themed improvisation and lots of  creativity. 
Themes included the Great Fire of  London with the    
children acting out their reactions and feelings to seeing 
the fire and the Stone Age where the children sharpened 
their tools, made a fire and then protected themselves 
from an animal wanting their food. The older classes were 
fighting with the Romans or heading to England on a 
Viking ship in a storm. The drama coach was excellent 
and the children really entered into the spirit of  the day. 
   The following Wednesday was to be a virtual tour of  
Yew Tree Farm, meeting all the animals and learning 
about their personalities, seeing them all be fed, collecting 
the eggs and learning how to care for the variety of         
animals on site, followed by a questions and answers     
session – but sadly this had to be re-scheduled for after 
half-term as the heavy snow fall prevented the tour host 
actually reaching the farm on the day with time enough 
to take the tour. 
   After the virtual farm in the first week back after half-
term will be Construction Toy Wednesday with all the    
assignments set by teachers being creative, working with 
Lego or any other creative resources the children have to 
hand and having a day away from screens and devices. 
   And after Construction Toy Wednesday will be World 
Book Day, plans for which are currently under way. 
   We will be also supporting Heart Awareness Month on 
Friday 26th February, encouraging everyone to wear red 
at home and at school and to fund-raise if  at all possible. 
The monies raised this year will go towards the costs of  
installing the defibrillator that has already been offered to 
us by Sevenoaks CPR Charity. We aim to install it at the 
front of  the school so that it is available to the community 
as a whole. Should anyone wish to donate towards this 
cause please send an email to the school office at 
office@sundridge.kent.sch.uk to request details of  our 
School Voluntary Fund account. If  you are able to, direct 

payments into the account would be much appreciated in 
the circumstances. 
   Our Collective Worship continues via Teams across the 
whole school to ensure that we take the time to reflect on 
our faith. At this time of  year we are, of  course, discussing 
Lent with the children, which includes the challenge of  
‘giving something up for Lent’ and the value of  sacrificing 
something we enjoy. We have also talked about ‘taking 
something up for Lent’ and supporting the 40acts     
challenge which encourages us all to think of  others, our 
families, our communities and our environment and to 
perform a simple act of  kindness or thoughtfulness for 
someone else every day for the 40 days of  Lent. This is 
such an important message, now more than ever perhaps. 
   Obviously, the snow in early February presented an 
added challenge for the staff  in school but never let it be 
said that the Sundridge & Brasted staff  don’t rise to a 
challenge. They made it in! One of  our staff  even walked 
the 4 miles into school so that she would be there to look 
after the children whose parents had to go to work. What 
a star! That was a good day for hot chocolate and marsh-
mallows all round. (A quick walk to the shop proved to 
be essential on that day!) 
   The snow was plentiful, much better than in January, 
and the staff  and children in school had a lot of  fun     
outside - after schoolwork had been completed, of  course.  
   As always, the staff  have worked hard to support the 
children at home and in school and half-term was, indeed, 
a very welcome break for staff, parents and children. We 
are closed to most of  the children until Monday 8th 
March, as far as we know at the time of  writing, but we 
very much hope that we will be welcoming all the children 
back into school and getting back to teaching in the    
classroom. 
   As always, we send our very best wishes to the     
community and hope that you all stay safe and well. 
Sundridge & Brasted CE Primary School 

And finally . . .  

The April edition
If  you have any information for the  

“Dates for your Diary” section or an article that you’d 
like included in the next edition, please email by 

Wednesday 24th March to:-  
sundridgevillagenews@gmail.com 


