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In this issue we bring you Corona cocktails to suit every palate, news from the school, a
doggy story of  heroism, a tribute to the “Forgotten Army” as we remember the 75th
anniversary of  VJ Day and a virtual Flower Festival to get you up and about.
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Flowers On The Doors Festival 11th and 12th July 2020
   The Ide Hill Fair was cancelled this year, as have so
many other events, and with it the church’s annual Flower
Festival. Both are a real loss, the Fair because it is such a
lovely occasion and the Flower Festival because we are
deprived of  seeing the beautiful floral arrangements. Both
are also a great financial loss, the Fair generates money
which the local community uses to very good effect and
the Flower Festival raises much needed funds for St
Mary’s, Ide Hill.
   By way of  a substitute we thought of  arranging a
different sort of  Festival for these difficult times, a
Flowers on the Doors Festival. Everyone is invited to
participate by making something that can be seen from
the outside and to display it, or them, over the weekend
of  11th and 12th July. The display could be something on
the door, in the window, on the gate, in the front garden,
perhaps a wreath, planting in pots or baskets, perhaps in
a watering can or even a bicycle, in fact anything and
anywhere it can be seen from the road.

   Please complete the “Join in the Fun” form on the
Friends of  St Mary’s Sundridge’s website

friendsofstmarys.co.uk 
or the link from the Sundridge Village News website 

sundridgevillagenews.co.uk 
Completing the form will allow us to list the roads that
have displays on the website and sending in photographs
will allow us to post the beautiful creations on both
websites. Donations can be made by credit card on the
website and will be accepted at the Ide Hill Village Shop.
   We hope that lots of  people will take part and that their
displays will inspire generous donations. The proceeds will
go to the NHS (50%) with the remainder divided between
St Mary’s Ide Hill and St Mary’s Sundridge. It is a great
opportunity to say “Thank You” to the NHS and to
support our two churches.
      It would be wonderful if  you could participate,

either by making a display or by donating or 
by doing both.

Zoom Holy Communion
   Michael Gentry, our Area Dean, kindly offered to host
a Zoom Holy Communion whilst Pam was on leave.
We’ve become used to watching Pam’s services either ‘live’
or catching up at a more convenient time but, with Zoom,
you’re either there or you’re not! It began with some lovely
video of  the outside of  the church before Michael began
the service. We were all ‘muted’ as ‘unmuted’ would have
caused a cacophonous sound during the hymn singing.
Some of  us turned ‘off ’ our video, some had it turned

‘on’. Some were late coming to the service – just as in real
life! Some stayed for coffee afterwards and joined with
video ‘on’. It was a joy to see the congregation. I
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. A huge thank you to
Michael for taking the service, to Sue for the technical side
and to Matt for playing the organ. Michael did suggest
that we might organise a Zoom coffee catch-up in the
parish. Is anyone interested?

https://friendsofstmarys.co.uk/flowers-on-the-door-festival/
sundridgevillagenews.co.uk


   Much has changed since May. In addition to the key
worker children who have been with us throughout
lockdown, we now have a cohort of  Reception children
in school each day plus Year 1 and Year 6 children and
additional key worker children as more of  our parents
return to work. We are operating the much talked about
‘bubble’ system whereby each group of  children and staff
stays within its own protective bubble throughout the day.
As you can imagine, this has involved a lot of  creative
thinking within school but our excellent team has risen to
the challenge and all is going well. The parents have also
been extremely supportive and taken the new procedures
in their stride. If  you drive past the school at certain times,
you will see our lovely parents queuing on the pavement
opposite the school, socially distancing and chatting with
staff  across the road!
   Our staff  continue to set home learning for those
children not in school, using a variety of  fantastic
e-resources and supporting children and parents with calls
and messages. The Class Dojo app is proving to be a huge
benefit as work can be set for each class and completed
work uploaded from home for marking and comments.
Our Stars of  the Week give us a weekly opportunity to
celebrate some of  the excellent work being produced in
school and at home. 

   We have also set up a reading programme for those at
home, giving them the opportunity to read to a member
of  staff  over the phone, which is proving to be a great
success with both staff  and children thoroughly enjoying
the contact as well as the reading and stories.
   We are immensely grateful to Mr and Mrs Jack for the
extended use of  their grounds during the day which
allows our junior bubble to have plenty of  space to
exercise and play. We are also grateful for recent donations
of  books from friends in the community which, after a
period of  quarantine, we have been able to offer to our
families to replenish their own stocks at home.
   All in all, it’s been a challenging but successful month
but we now look forward to welcoming our new
Reception children without the usual taster sessions and
meetings and saying goodbye to our Year 6 children
without the usual end-of-year celebrations. It will all be
very strange but, as always, we will find a way to do our
best for the children with creative thinking, new strategies
and lots of  support and co-operation between the staff
and families.
   As always, we are thinking of  everyone in the
community and hope they stay safe and well in these
difficult times. 
Sundridge & Brasted CE Primary School

Greetings from Sundridge & Brasted CE Primary School!

   After much deliberation, churches
are told that they can now be open for
private prayer, so why are ours still
shut, you might ask? 
   The Church of  England, in consul-
tation with the   Government, has pro-
duced a lengthy planning document
setting out what needs to be put in
place before a decision on whether to
open the church for individual private
prayer can be taken. 
   Behind the closed doors at St
Mary’s  Sundridge, volunteers have
already cleaned, polished and
hoovered the church and the building
has been thoroughly aired. In accor-
dance with advisory guidelines, all
seating, kneelers and Bibles have been
removed temporarily. 
   Alas, there is much to read and do
to comply with the guidelines. I read
that holy water stoups and the font
have to be emptied. I chuckled at this
as our font is often used, between

services, as a storage for biscuits as the
mice haven’t (yet) learnt to climb up it! 

Whilst I wait for the almost daily
update from the  Government /
Church  of  England with the latest
do’s and don’ts, spare a thought for the
harassed Churchwarden as she
contemplates such concerns as mark-
ing out a one-way system for the flow
of  people,  putting up appropriate
notices reminding people about safe
practices, marking off  pews and signs
indicating where to sit, deciding how
often the potentially contaminated
paper towels should be removed from
site and by whom, keeping high-risk
surfaces and touch points wiped and
where to buy enough hand sanitiser. 

I wonder, when all the above has
been completed and we can finally
open our doors, how far down Church
Road will I have to mark out social
distancing for the hordes that will
descend?  

Our Churches 

Sundridge Village News Website 
   Sundridge Village News now has its very own website,

sundridgevillagenews.co.uk 
   It has a complete listing of  all previous colour editions
of  the Sundridge Village News, useful telephone numbers,

and some intresting facts about Sundridge’s past, a simple
way to send your articles or ideas for future editions and
for those of  you who haven’t already subscribed to receive
your copy every month a subscription form.

sundridgevillagenews.co.uk


   Millions of  people across the world celebrated the
Japanese surrender on 15th August, with the final
surrender taking place on board the USS Missouri in
Tokyo Bay on September 2nd, officially bringing the
Second World War to an end. 
   Millions of  people across the world celebrated the
Allied victory over Japan. The following 9 photographs 
offer a glimpse into how people in Britain – and servicemen 
stationed abroad – marked the War’s end.
1. News Breaks

   Japan had put forth an offer of  surrender on 10th
August but it took several days for the exact terms of  the
surrender to be agreed. When the news of  this initial offer
broke, London took to the streets to celebrate. In this
photograph an American sergeant, assisted by an airman
of  the RAF, holds up a copy of  the “Evening News”
while seated on traffic lights in London’s Oxford Circus
on 10th August 1945.
2. Flying the Stars and Stripes

   American soldiers and British civilians parade the
United States’ flag – the ‘Stars and Stripes’ – in London’s
Piccadilly Circus after hearing news of  the Japanese offer
of  surrender, 10th August 1945.

3. Dancing in Oxford Circus

   Crowds dance in Oxford Circus, London on 10th
August 1945.
4. Cheers from the Cocos Islands

   Ground crews of  No. 356 Squadron RAF, based at
Brown’s West Island in the Cocos Islands, celebrate the
news of  Japan’s surrender, 14th August 1945.
5. Celebrating in Nairobi

   Allied forces during the VJ Day parade in Nairobi, 
Kenya on 15th August. Over 5,000 servicemen and
women took part in the parade, including troops of  East
Africa Command, nursing officers, and men and women
of  the RAF and Women’s Auxiliary Air Force.

VJ Celebrations



6. Partying In Piccadilly Circus

   Civilians and service personnel in London’s Piccadilly
Circus celebrate.
7. Festivities on Regent Street

   Civilians walk amongst piles of  torn-up paper that have
been thrown from the windows of  offices on Lower
Regent Street, London to celebrate the victory over Japan.

8. Lord Mountbatten Salutes in Ceylon

   Lord Louis Mountbatten, Supreme Allied Commander
South East Asia, takes the salute during the VJ Day Parade
on the Galle Face Green in Columbo, Ceylon (now
Sri Lanka) on 25th August 1945.
9. The Four Nations Parade

   British Sexton self-propelled guns drive down the
Charlottenburger Chaussee in Berlin during the Four
Nations VJ Day parade on 9th September 1945, five days
after the formal surrender ceremony in Tokyo Bay. 

Attlee had to write two speeches
   According to the ‘Daily Express’, dated Wednesday
15th August 1945:
   Even the Cabinet was so uncertain last night of  the exact position
in the Far East war that Mr. Attlee was compelled to create a
precedent by sending the King alternative drafts of  the speech to be

read from the throne at the State Opening of  Parliament this
morning. One – which the King will now use – expresses the
“humble and solemn thanks” of  the nation for the coming of  peace.
The other regretted that “the war continues”. 



   She saved countless lives, survived sinking ships and
spent several years in internment camps – so it’s little won-
der Judy the dog became one of  the most famous and un-
likely heroes of  the Second World War.
   The pointer stole the hearts of  the nation in 1945 when
news of  her exploits and time served as an official Pris-
oner of  War was revealed to the public. In 1936, Judy was
the ship’s mascot on board the gunboat
HMS Gnat, part of  the defence fleet in the
Far East. Animals would often be adopted
by warships as mascots to help with security,
pest control and companionship for those
on board. Initial attempts to train Judy as a
gundog for shooting parties ashore were a
failure and she would often end up falling overboard,
forcing the ship to come to a stop to retrieve her.
   But before long Judy proved her worth to the ship’s
company. She alerted the sailors to the presence of  river
pirates and, later on, could point out the approach of  hos-
tile Japanese aircraft using her superior sense of  hearing.
Judy transferred to the gunboat HMS Grasshopper which
in 1942 was attacked by Japanese aircraft, forcing all those
on board to abandon ship and head to the nearest land –
an island in the South China Sea.
   With no fresh water supply to be found, the situation
looked grim for the survivors of  both HMS Grasshopper
and HMS Dragonfly, another British ship whose sailors
ended up stranded on the island. But, once again, Judy’s
instincts saved the lives of  her compatriots.
   Leonard Walter Williams, a British seaman who served
on board HMS Grasshopper, recalled his memories of
Judy in an interview.
   He said: “We landed on the island and naturally water
was short. Judy was lost one day so we went to search for
her and she had found a patch where she dug a big hole
and had found fresh water for the survivors of  the
Dragonfly and Grasshopper.” 
   Judy and the men trekked for hundreds of  miles in a
bid to reach safety but missed the last evacuation ship, the
Japanese being about to invade at any moment. On the
arrival of  the enemy forces, the survivors were taken into
custody as Prisoners of  War – along with Judy – and taken
to a camp in Sumatra.
   It was at this camp in August 1942 that Judy bonded
with Leading Aircraftman Frank Williams, from
Portsmouth. The young British serviceman shared his
meagre rice ration with Judy and from that moment on
she never left his side. She often protected Frank and the
other POWs by distracting the camp guards when they
were dealing out punishment to their captives.
   Later, the POWs were told that they would be heading
to Singapore on board the SS Van Warwyck but the
Japanese would not allow Judy to board the ship with
them.
   Leonard Williams, no relation to Frank, recalled: “We
weren’t going to have that happen. Judy had been with us
all that time. So we had a sack and we would train her to
hop in the sack at a given signal and we would put her on
our shoulders in the sack and we carried her on board.”

   The next day, on 26 June 1944, the SS Van Warwyck
was torpedoed by a British submarine, unaware that the
vessel was being used to transport Allied prisoners of  war.
Of  the estimated 700 prisoners on board, 500 were killed
– but amid the fires and wreckage, Judy emerged unscathed.
   Mr Williams added: “When we were torpedoed we
heeled over and luckily Judy was by a port hole. We

opened the port hole and Judy was pushed
through and she ran down the ship’s side.
Quite a few of  us were lucky to get out at
that particular time. A lot of  people owe
their lives to Judy. She was pushing pieces of
wood towards people who couldn’t swim.”
Eventually, the survivors swam towards a

Japanese tanker and climbed up the nets on its side. Judy,
too, was hauled aboard but the Japanese guards were not
happy to see the dog again and were going to kill her.
   However, as the execution was about to take place, the
former commander of  the POW camp intervened. He
had taken a liking to Judy and, to ensure her safety,
ordered that she be listed as an official Prisoner of  War,
thereby protecting her from execution and making her
eligible for rations.
   Judy was reunited with Frank and remained with him
throughout the rest of  the war, surviving several camp
moves as well as gunshot wounds, alligator bites and
attacks from wild dogs before the Japanese surrender in
August 1945.
   Once back home in Britain, Judy was met with national
adoration. She was presented with the PDSA Dickin
Medal – known as the animals’ Victoria Cross – which is
the highest honour an animal can receive. It recognises

the bravery and devotion shown by animals serving in
time of  military conflict. She received a citation that
would make any human soldier, sailor or airman proud.
It read: “For magnificent courage and endurance in
Japanese prison camps, which helped maintain morale
among fellow prisoners and also saving many lives
through intelligence and watchfulness.”
   Judy remained with Frank and died on 17 February
1960. She was buried in Tanzania, where Frank was
working at the time. As a final tribute to his companion,
Frank built a monument at the grave and attached a large
metal plaque recording Judy’s life and all her daring feats.

Judy the Dog



The “Forgotten War”
   VJ Day signals the surrender of  Imperial Japan and
thus the very end of  World War II. In the UK it is
celebrated on August 15th, even though the actual
surrender was not signed until September 2nd (on the
battleship USS Missouri), which is when the USA
celebrates the end of  the war. In Japan, August 15th is
known as the “Memorial Day for the end of  war”. It is
known as VP – Victory in the Pacific – Day in Australia.
   Even after the defeat of  Germany, the fighting in the
South East Pacific theatre of  war went on, with the US,
British and Chinese armies continuing to fight the
Japanese, not least in Burma (the “forgotten army”).

The conditions, not least in the jungle, were utterly
appalling: the terrain and lack of  infrastructure, the
tropical climate and accompanying disease, the fear of
capture by a brutal enemy. The Soviet army also
intervened on behalf  of  the Allies, invading Japan on
August 9th (the day of  the atomic bombing of  Nagasaki),
thereby putting an end to Japan’s hope that it might end
the war victoriously with the help of  the USSR.
   The final peace treaty between Japan and the US, UK
and French Allies was signed in 1952, that between Japan
and the USSR not until 1956. 

Remembering The Forgotten Army of  The Burma Campaign
   On the 15th December 1943, Lord Louis Mountbatten,
the Supreme Commander of  the Allied Forces in
Southeast Asia, addressed the men of  the 25th Dragoons:
   “I know you think of  yourselves as the Forgotten Army”, he
said to them. “Well, let me tell you, you’re not forgotten . . . nobody
even knows you’re here!”
   His quip had the intended effect and made the men
laugh. But it was a quip intended to uplift troops from the
dispiriting reality of  their circumstances. 
   The Second World War in Burma is often described as
the ‘Forgotten War’ and the soldiers that fought in it “The
Forgotten Army”. However, the stories of  courage and
audacity that emerged from the cruel circumstances are
as great and varied as in any of  the other theatres of  war.
Below is a picture of  the cemetery where 3,771 POWs
died working on the Burma-Siam Death Railway. I was
lucky enough to meet up with my daughter on her gap
year in 2005 and visit Kanchanaburi in west Thailand to
honour the prisoners of  war who died building it.

Japanese engineers estimated that it would take 5 years to
build the 410-kilometre line but, due to the forced hard
labour of  the POWs, the railway was completed in just 13
months. The bridge’s structure is made of  bamboo which
was coated in cement with stone pieces. The metal parts
were then added as a finishing touch to secure the safety
of  the bridge.

   A memory from Timaru, South Island, New Zealand:
a young girl being reassured that “the Japanese aren’t
going to get us now”. She has recollections of  a most
amazing party being held by her parents and much waving
of  flags, though she wasn’t quite sure why. She also
remembers a Japanese submarine being sighted in
Auckland harbour in 1942.
   Another young girl has memories of  a large bonfire
though, again, she wasn’t entirely aware of  its significance.
She particularly remembers that summer because it was
the first seaside holiday that she can recall. She says that
various families congregated in three red and white huts
opposite the Pier beach which was accessible to them,

Memories of  VJ Day - 15 August 1945
though there was still barbed wire on many other beaches
to prevent access to visitors. (She adds that 5 generations
of  her family have now enjoyed summer holidays at
Walton-on-the-Naze in Essex.) 
   One of  our readers, who shared her memories of  VE
Day with us, has no recollection of  any VJ celebrations.
She says that troops fighting against Germany were
constantly marching past her front door and being given
cups of  tea, whereas the war in the Far East was too
remote. She also wonders whether many of  the rations
(and possibly emotions) were perhaps used up on VE Day
some three months earlier.



The September edition
If  you’d like to contribute to the virus-free Sundridge
Village News please email by Tuesday 25th August

sundridgevillagenews@gmail.com 

Advertising in the Sundridge Village News 
The Sundridge Village News has a proud heritage, it is the
descendant of  the Parish News, first published in 1894
and has been produced in its current form, colour and
mostly on line, since October 2017. Traditionally the
Parish News carried advertisements for local businesses
and services and became an invaluable source for the
village, many copies of  the last printed edition have been
kept for the “small ads”, where to find a plumber,
electrician, hairdresser, gardener, roof  repairer, chimney
sweep, tree surgeon, cleaner, garden equipment suppliers

Taken from a biology paper –
Q – What happens during puberty to a boy?

A – He says goodbye to his childhood and enters adultery.

And finally . . .  

Cocktails during Lockdown
Quarantinis

Experimental cocktails mixed from whatever you have
left in the house. These are sipped at “locktail hour”

which creeps earlier with each passing week.
Coronials

As opposed to millennials, this refers to the future
generation of  babies conceived or born during
coronavirus quarantine. “Generation C”.

Furlough Merlot
Wine consumed in an attempt to relieve the 

frustration of  not working. 
Also known as “bored-eaux” or “cabernet tedium”.

Covid-10
The 10lbs in weight that we’re all gaining from 

comfort-eating and comfort-drinking. 
Also known as “fattening the curve”.

News from the Gardening Society
   I hope that everybody is still safe and well and enjoying
their garden and the good weather that we have had so
far. I just thought that I would give you an update on the
position regarding Gardening Society meetings and
outings. Sadly, there is nothing that we can plan for the
foreseeable future but I hope that we still may be able to
have Andy Thomas to talk about Crop Circles in
September, fingers crossed!! I will get in touch as soon as
there is any further guidance from the Government.
   In the meantime, take care and I look forward to seeing
everybody again.
Carol Edmonds

Things to Do in the Garden
   Cut back delphiniums right to the ground, leaves and
old flower spikes. If  you do this now, almost all plants will 
have a second flush of  flowers in August and September.
   Prune back sedums – this will stop the centre becoming
bare as the stems flop outwards. Cut the stems back by
about a third to stop this outward sagging.

and repairers .. and so many more services. It is about
time for the new version to follow in the tradition and we
are hoping to replicate the range of  advertisements. All
advertisement will appear in email edition, the printed
edition and the website - www.sundridgevillagenews.co.uk 

All the money raised through advertising will go
towards the upkeep of  the two churches in our parish. 
If  you are interested, please get in touch with Richard
by email on richard@sundridgevillagenews.co.uk

   Take cuttings of  lavender.
   Enclose your carrot beds in fleece. As long as you sur-
round your patch in insect protection to a metre in height,
you don’t need to cover the roof. The carrot fly flies near
the ground and can’t hop up and over. 
   Happy Gardening!

sundridgevillagenews.co.uk

