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In this issue we bring you an invitation to join a ‘pop-up’ choir to help celebrate Spring,
hear about the Dunkirk spirit in Sundridge on a rainy afternoon, our plans to ‘twin’ our
church toilet and how you can help our local school to become a green eco one.    

Sunday 15th   Lent 3  
08.00    Ide Hill            Holy Communion BCP
10.30    Sundridge        Morning Worship

            Sunday 22nd   Mothering Sunday   
08.00    Sundridge        Holy Communion BCP 
10.30   Ide Hill            Holy Communion

Sunday 29th   Lent 5
10.30   Sundridge        Morning Worship

Parish Services for March 2020
Sunday 1st   Lent 1

09.15   Toys Hill          Holy Communion BCP
10.30   Sundridge        Holy Communion

Sunday 8th   Lent 2
08.00   Sundridge        Holy Communion BCP
10.30   Ide Hill            All Age Worship

Coffee is served at the 10.30 service every Sunday. Everyone is welcome!

Rector                              Churchwardens 
                                         Sundridge                                    Sundridge                            Ide Hill
Rev Pam Davies                Althea Chapman                           Barbara Lockey                     Neil Arnott 
rev.pamdavies@sky.com    althea.chapman@outlook.com      hixmix@btopenworld.com    neil.d.arnott@gmail.com 
01959 467223                                                                         01959 564249                        01732 750 221

   8th May marks the 75th anniversary of  the end of  the
Second World War in Europe. At 7pm on 8th May, the
church bells at St Mary’s, together with those of  other
churches and cathedrals throughout the nation, will be
ringing out for peace. The sound of  bells is deeply rooted
in British culture, providing the soundtrack to historic

Ringing Out For Peace
moments - calling to prayer, to work, to arms, to celebrate
and, in times of  crises, to come together.
   The Bell Ringers invite you to come to St Mary’s to hear
the bells and celebrate with them. The church will be open
and light refreshments will be served.

   The Bible Study Group meets fortnightly on a Tuesday
at “Finches”. We have been studying a book called ‘Soul
Fuel’ by Bear Grylls, the well-known adventurer. His
adventures have taught him some important life lessons,
and behind every feat, is a story of  grit, determination
and strength found in faith. It has been a really good book
to study, as one can dip in and out of  it at random. There
are 365 devotions, exploring themes of  hope, courage,
heaven and many more - so much to explore. 
   As Lent approaches, we have decided to meet weekly
and study a Lent course published by a Christian Charity
called ‘Embrace the Middle East’. This charity challenges
injustice and poverty, transforming the lives of  vulnerable

The Bible Study Group
and marginalised people across the Middle East, enabling
them to live life in all its fullness. 
   The Study Guide will challenge us to follow in Jesus’
footsteps on his journey to the Cross, to meet the people
he met, be encouraged to walk his walk and be inspired
by encounters with the extraordinary people who live and
work in the Middle East today. The course runs for 6
weeks at “Finches”, beginning on Tuesday 3rd March and
continuing through until 7th April, starting at 10am,
lasting about an hour before a welcome cup of  coffee and
superior biscuits. Everyone is invited - from all faiths and
none - to share in the journey with us. 
More information from Angela Baker or Ruth Barrow



Sundridge and Brasted Horticultural Society

   As ever, this has been a busy term, with much going on
in school and lots of  preparations for next term, too.
   In January we sent a team of  explorers to Sevenoaks
Leisure Centre to take part in the ‘Guardians of  the Deep
Undersea Explorers Programme’ organised by Kent
Wildlife Trust using Heritage Lottery Funding. They
learnt how to snorkel in the undersea environment
created by the organisers: seaweed, crabs, lobsters and
even rubbish which they collected from the bottom of
the ‘sea’. Our team showed excellent skills and thoroughly
enjoyed the session.
   A team of  younger children joined lots of  local schools
for an Infant Agility event held at Sevenoaks School. The
event consisted of  multi-skills stations and activities which
required a range of  skills and determination. Needless to
say, they were great!
   Aside from sports, we have branched out to pottery
under the guidance of  Jackie from “A Touch of  Clay” in
Sevenoaks. Cedar class has been learning about pottery
and developing its skills in this area. The class thoroughly
enjoyed this opportunity and is looking forward to

News from Sundridge and Brasted Primary School

   A rather lovely sunny and dry day
in early February. The traffic lights at
Sundridge crossroads are, as usual,
changing lights from red to green via
amber and traffic continues through
the village, occasional vehicles jumping
the lights as so often happens. Luckily
there are no collisions.
   Suddenly, lots of  noise is heard. It
appears to be coming from the nearby
Public Bar at the White Horse. The
Bar there is crowded, drink is flowing
and is being consumed at an alarming
rate. Fortunately, it turns out to be tea,
being poured from many teapots,
rather than anything stronger. Phew.
What a relief! Of  course it is the local
Horticultural Society holding its final
get-together before it joins up with
Ide Hill Gardening Society.
   The afternoon in the White Horse
was so enjoyable with everyone
chatting and exchanging news with
friends. It was lovely to catch up with several members
who had been unable to come to our regular more recent

meetings. The Committee members
were all thanked for their years of
hard work, some being presented
with gorgeous flowers to take home.
Subscriptions were collected and a
lovely tea of  cakes, savouries and
other goodies were provided by the
White Horse.
The history of  this Society goes

back to about 1894 when the first
Shows were mentioned. There were
no founder members at our recent
Tea Party but a few ghosts may have
joined us.
The programme for this year for

the Brasted, Ide Hill and Sundridge
Gardening Society was given to those
paying their subscriptions. We do
hope that you will all support this new
Society and join us at our meetings, to
be held at either Ide Hill or Brasted
for the evening    meetings. Times of
outings will be advised nearer the

time. Thank you all for joining our Tea Party.
Mary Walford

Jackie’s return, when it will be able to paint and complete
its masterpieces.
   Elm and Cedar collaborated during Science this term,
working together to carry out experiments and linking
topics across the curriculum and age groups. 
   Forest School has also continued this term and we are
grateful to Lady Plender for the access to her land which
makes for an interesting and varied environment. We are
pleased to be able to provide Forest School to each year
group this term in order to enhance the children’s learning
and experience at school.
   Our work towards becoming a green eco school goes
on. At present, we recycle crisps packets, Pringles tubes
and contact lens packaging, all of  which have collection
boxes in the front playground for easy access should you
wish to add to our collection and prevent these items
going into landfill. We also now collect used stamps which
will help raise money for Guide Dogs for the Blind. If
you would like to donate your used stamps please do pop
in, during school hours, to add your stamps to the
collection box in the office foyer.



When the A25 became a River
   On Sunday 16th February the A25 became a river, but
that didn’t stop the ridiculous attitude of  some drivers
who saw it as a challenge to deluge not only the volunteers
who had come out to sandbag driveways, but to see how
far their 4 x 4’s could splash up the sides of  the cottages
along the Main Road. However, the camaraderie amongst
the volunteers was simply fantastic to witness, with so
many neighbours, not just the residents along the Main
Road, all pitching in to help in directing traffic, unblocking
drains and helping to sandbag properties. What a great
community spirit. 

World Day of  Prayer
   The World Day of  Prayer is an annual event that is
celebrated in over 170 countries and happens on the first
Friday in March. It is organised by the Christian ecumenical
laywomen initiative. The goal of  the World Day of  Prayer
is to bring together women of  various cultures, nations,
and races in traditional international prayer, as well as to
create understanding and harmony among people.
   The people of  Zimbabwe were invited to prepare the
2020 World Day of  Prayer service. At that time, the
country was facing many challenges. Since then,
Zimbabwe has gone through many changes, notably the
ousting of  Robert Mugabe. But the new dawn that so
many had hoped and prayed for has not happened. In

fact, life for ordinary Zimbabweans is harder than ever.
   Please come and pray for Zimbabwe at St Thomas’
Church, Granville Road, Sevenoaks at 11.00am on Friday
6th March. 



   Lend your voice and join a ‘pop-up’ choir to help
celebrate Spring. On Saturday 16th May, a ‘Wave of  Song’
is being organised across the Kent/Surrey/Sussex regions
to celebrate 125 years of  the National Trust. It will be run
by professional tutors and everyone is welcome, regardless
of  ability. 
   To welcome the arrival of  Spring, a number of  properties
will host a 4-minute anthem that will be passed on via a
‘singing baton’ every 5 minutes to the next property. It
will begin at Alfriston Clergy House, the first house to
come under the care of  the National Trust in 1896.
Ightham Mote’s turn is at 11.20am with Knole performing
at 11.25. The wave of  song with lyrics, inspired by the NT
supporters, will then flow across the south-east, finishing
at Waddeston Manor.  www.nationaltrust.org.uk

A Morning of  Singing

Friday 6th World Day of  Prayer
11.00am St Thomas’ Church, Granville Road, Sevenoaks
Wednesday 11th A.G.M. Horticultural Society
8.00pm Ide Hill Village Hall followed by a talk about
hydrangeas by Maurice Foster from Ivy Hatch
Thursday 12th Mobile Library
09.45am - 10.15am Chapmans Close, Sundridge
Saturday 14th Great Sundridge Clean-Up postponed
New date to be announced
Thursday 26th Mobile Library
09.45am - 10.15am Chapmans Close, Sundridge
Sunday 29th Monthly Fair and Table Top Sale
1.00pm - 4.00pm Brasted Village Hall
To book a table (£5.00) call Chrissie Rogowska 01959 562647

March dates for your Diary

Friday 8th May VE Day Celebrations
Sundridge Ringing-In 7.00pm with refreshments
Saturday 16th May A ‘Wave of  Song’
See article

Save the Date

The April edition
If  you have any information for the “Dates for your
Diary” section or an article that you’d like included 

in the next edition please email by 
Friday 20th March 2020 to:- 

sundridgevillagenews@gmail.com 
From Saturday 7th March, the spring doors to Knole will
open to a visual feast. New life-sized paper sculptures will
be located throughout the galleries, bedrooms and dressing
rooms. Designed by paper artist Denise Watson of
Delicarta, a series of  exquisitely created mannequins draw
their inspiration from Knole’s many portraits, spanning
600 years of  history. 
   Historic characters such as Henry VIII, James II and
Vita Sackville West will be brought to life as full-sized
figures. The mannequins will be dressed in exquisitely
detailed historic paper costumes, skilfully cut, folded,
painted and manipulated by the artist. Details such as lace
trims, jewellery and fabric motifs are represented using
different types of  paper and techniques.
   There will be a programme of  events running through-
out the year, including workshops and children’s activities.

Fashioned from Paper at Knole

   We at St Mary’s Sundridge are very conscious of  how
fortunate we are in being blessed with the brand new
facilities in our church and have been thinking of  ways in
which the church community might be able to help those
less fortunate during the season of  Lent. 
   At the next PCC meeting we will seek approval to raise
some pennies as we spend a ‘penny’ and bring health and
happiness to people living in some of  the poorest places
on earth by ‘Twinning our Toilet’. We aim to raise at least
£60 to help fund a project in a poor community that will
enable families to build a basic toilet, have access to clean
water and learn about hygiene - a vital combination that
saves lives. The organisation doesn’t just build the toilets
for the community and then walk away, it brings villagers
together to encourage them to create action groups. Over
time, they plant the idea that change is possible – and that
change rests in the community’s hands. For many
communities, hearing about the link between sanitation
and health is a light-bulb moment. Many have
never known why diarrhoea is so common, and
why their children have fallen ill or have died.

Toilet Twinning

And finally . . .  


